And the corollarydoctrine of reprobationdemonstratethat
Godhas ordainedsometo dishonorandwrath to suffer the

awful consequencesf their sins. “The LORD hathmade
all thingsfor himself: yea, eventhe wickedfor the day of

evil” (Prov16:4). “Hath notthe potterpower over theclay,

of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and

anotherunto dishonor? Whatif God, willing to shew his
wrath, and to make his power known, enduredwith much
longsuffering the vesselsof wrath fitted to destruction...”
(Rom 9:21-22). “Israel hath not obtained that which he

seekethfor; but the election hath obtainedit, and the rest
were blinded (According as it is written, God hath given

themthe spirit of slumber,eyesthat they shouldnotsee,and

earsthatthey shouldnothear;)unto thisday” (Rom 11:7-8).
“And for this causeGod shall sendthem strongdelusion,
that they shouldbelieve a lie: That they might be damned
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in

unrighteousness’(ll Thess 2:11-12). “And a stone of

stumbling, and a rock of offense,even to them which
stumbleat theword, beingdisobedientwhereuntalsothey
were appointed”(l Pet 2:8). “For there are certain men
creptin unawareswho were before of old ordainedto this
condemnation...” (Jude 4).

Doesn't it seema bit odd that Peter would say that God
desiresthe salvationof every humanbeing whenhehasjust
mentioned those “whose judgment now of a long time
lingerethnot, and their damnationslumberethnot” (Il Pet
2:3)? Doeshe notspeakof thosewho are “as naturalbrute
beastsnadeto be takenanddestroyed...{ll Pet2:12)? This

indicatesthat God in no fashion desiresto save everyone.

The very factthat God elects and rejectsindividualsfrom
all eternity(Rom 9) proves conclusivelythat God doeswill
that some perish in their sins.

GOD'S WILL CONTROLS THE PRESENCE AND
INFLUENCE OF THE GOSPEL

Peterindicatesthatin order not to “perish” a personmust
“cometo repentance.”How is thisto be accomplishedbut
throughthe preachingof the Gospel(Matt 3:1-2, 4:17,Rom
10:14). Yet God haswithheldthe meansof salvationfrom
multitudesnvhodie in nationswherethe Gospebf Christhas
neverbeen heard. While the Great Commissionurgesthe
Church to preachthe gospelto “every creature” (Matt
28:19-20)God has providentially withheld it from various
parts of the world for His own wise ends. Let therebe no
mistake that the unreachedtribal people in the darkest
jungles of Africa are perishingin their sins. Without a
missionarypreachinghe Gospelof gracetheycannotcome
to repentance.Yet God sovereignlycontrols the spreadof
the Gospel.

Paul and Timothy “were forbidden of the Holy Ghostto
preachthe word in Asia, After they were come to Mysia,
theyassayedo go into Bithynia: butthe Spiritsufferedthem
not” (Acts 16:6-7). God directed Paul insteadto go to
Macedonia. God sends His gospel to one area while
withholdingit from another. In the Old Testamenthis truth
was even more pronounced. “He shewethhis word unto
Jacob his statutesand his judgmentsunto Israel. He hath
notdealt sowith any nation: andas for his judgmentsthey
have not known them” (Psa 147:19-20).

Isn't it strangethat if God desiredto save everyonethe
Gospelwould not reachevery human being? Supposea
personfrom North Carolinacameto visit Pittsburghfor the
Arts Festival. This personthen becametotally lost in the

middle of the city due to the construction,detours, and
difficult streetlayout. Now you havea mapin the glove box
of your car with a detailed streetplanof Pittsburghwhich
this personcould usetofind his way. You couldgive it to
thisvisitor and help him outof hisdifficulty. Would it notbe
strangefor you to say to this person;1'd reallylike to help
you” and yet withholdfrom himthe city map? Yet wouldn’t
that be in asensewhat Godwould be doingif by “any” and
“all” the passageneantall mankind? God hasthe “map” of
the gospelby which to savelost sinnersyet He withholdsit
from some. They never receive spiritual light.

Now even whenthe Gospelis presentin an area God

sovereignly controls the influence which it has upon an

individual. “At that time Jesusansweredand said, | thank
thee,O Father,Lord of heaverandearth, becausehouhast
HID thesethingsfrom the wise and the prudent, and hast
revealedthem unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it

seemedgoodin thy sight” (Matt 11:25-26). “But ye believe

not,becauseye arenotof my sheepasl saiduntoyou. My

sheephearmy voice, andl know them,andtheyfollow me”

(Jn 10:26-27). “And thedisciplescame and saidunto him,

Why speakesthou untothemin parables? He answered
and said untothem, Becauseit is GIVEN unto youto know

the mysteriesof the kingdomof heavenbutto themit is not

given.” (Matt 13:10-11). “And a certain woman named
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which

worshippedGod, heardus: whose heartthe Lord opened,
that she attendedunto the things which were spoken of

Paul” (Acts 16:14). “No man cancometo me, exceptthe

Fatherwhich hath sentme DRAW him...” (Jn 6:44). The

truth of the Gospelis “hidden” from somebecauseheyare
not of Christ'schosersheep. God doesnot give theman

understandingf His truth. God opensthe heartof othersso

that they believethe messageof salvation. He drawsthem

irresistibly to Christ.

Is not REPENTANCEGod's gift (Acts 5:31,11:18,Il Tim

2:25, Heb 12:16-17)? It is not somethingwhich a person
may doon hisor herown. A spirituallydeadsinnerhas no

natural ability to turn from sin unto Christ. If God truly

desiresfor “all” human beingsto “come to repentance”,
why doesn’tHe grant this gift to everyonewho hearsthe

Gospel?

Summary: God sovereignlydetermineshe destiny of every
human being throughHis eternalelection and reprobation
and throughcontrol of the presenceand influence of the
Gospel. Heis nota helplessBystanderwaiting patientlyand
hoping that somehow some way sinners will come to

repentance.He is actively engagedin the calling of His

electto salvationin Christ. If God desiresthe salvationof

every human being why are not all men saved?

2. GOD DOES NOT HAVE TWO CONTRARY WILLS
THE DOUBLE-WILL OF GOD THEORY

It is alarming to find those (even among Reformed
Theologians)vho claim that there arecontradictorywills in
God. SupposedlyGod hasa DECREEINGWILL whereby
He determinesvhat shall be done andalso a DESIRING
WILL which indicateswhat He wishes. Some say that Il

Pet 3:9 teachesthat God truly DESIRESto have all men
saved but He has DECREED otherwise. Thus God'’s
decreesdo not always coincidewith His desires! Those
who holdthis positionusually seeka havenof refugein the
fact that this is an unexplainable mystery.

The Romanshad an interestinggod called Janus. He was
the guardian of portals and patron of beginnings and

endings. The month Januaryis named after him. The
unique thing aboutJanuswas that he had TWO FACES.
Onein thefrontand the otherat the back of the head. The
double-will of Godtheoryis very muchlike thisstrangegod.
Godis goingin two oppositedirectionsat thesametime. He

hasan ardentdesirefor everyhumanbeingto be savedyet
He has decreed otherwise.

GOD IS NOT CONFUSED

In the book of Daniel King Darius facesa real dilemma.
He hasmadea “decree” which in effect sealsthe fate of

Daniel. He mustbe castinto thelion’s denfor theking has
so decreed. Yet Darius is very unhappyfor he really

desiredor Daniel to escapedeath. He is“sore displeased”
and cannoteven sleep. Yet what can he do? “No decree
nor statutewhich the king establishethmay be changed”
(Dan 6:15). He isa mantorn betweerwhathe has decreed
and what he really desires in his heart.

Dare we place God in this sameposition? Is there a
strugglewithin the Almighty regardingwhat He desiresand
what He has decreed?DoesHe reprobatea personwhile
at the same time wishing to savethe individual? Is God
confused?IsHe schizophrenic?Doessucha contradiction
existwithin the Beingof God? Thereis no“mystery” about
this position, God is being portrayed as irrational.

“The questionfacingushereis whether God could ‘desire’
thatwhich He doesnotbringto pass. Thereis no questionat
all that He candesirecertainthings,and thesethingswhich
He desiresHe possesseand enjoysin Himself eternally.
Otherwise,He would not be the ever-blessedGod....He
would be possessedf some frustration which would not
only bereave Him of some blessedness,but would
manifestly destroyall blessedness.This is clearly the case
becauseHis blessednessvould be mixed with infinite
regret. Our Godwould be the ever-miserablegver-blessed
God. Histormentin the eternaldamnationof sinnerswould
be asexquisiteasit is everlasting. He would actually suffer
infinitely more than the wicked” (John H. Gerstner).

It is interestingthat the English PuritanJohn Owenattacked
thisvery positionin the 1640’s. The Synodof Dort rejected
this double-will of God theory when the Remonstrants
proposedit. How could a Reformed Theologian now

embrace such a position? Listen to what Owen has to say:

“They [the Remonstrantsaffirm thatGod is saidproperly to

expectand desire divers things which yet never cometo

pass. ‘We grant,’ saith Corvinus,that thereare desiresin

God thatneverarefulfilled.” Now, surely, to desirewhat

oneis surewill nevercometo passis notan act regulatedby
wisdom or counsel; and, therefore,they must grant that
before he did not know but perhapsso it mightbe. ‘God
wishethand desirethsomegood things, which yet comenot

to pass,’say they,in their Confession;whenceoneof these
two thingsmust needfollow, - either, first, that thereis a
greatdeal of imperfectionin hisnature,to desireand expect
whathe knowsshall nevercometo pass; or else hedid not
know but it might, which overthrows his prescience.”

If God hasdesireswhich are neverfulfilled the questionof
“why” mustbe asked. Whatis stoppingGodfrom fulfilling

His longings? Nonein heaveror on earthcan restrain Him
(Dan 4:35). He openly declares,'My counselshall stand

and | will do ALL MY PLEASURE”(Isa 46:10). Has He
not “done whatsoeveHE HATH PLEASED” (Psal115:3)7%
“Whatsoeverthe LORD PLEASED,thatdid he in heaven
and in earth,in the seas,andall deepplaces”(Psal135:6).
What is thistalk thenaboutunfulfilled “pleasures’in God?
How can God claim to do ALL His pleasureand yet have
an unrealizedne? If God sincerelylongsfor the salvatior
of all men and cannotfulfill that desirethen He mustbe a
veryunhappyGod! Darewe saythatGod is nothappywith
the way He has DETERMINED things to be (Eph1:11)?
Can God really decree somethingcontraryto His nature’
DoesHe do so with eternalregret? Thisis a very degrading
theory respecting the Being of God!

“All really consistentCalvinistsought to have learnedby
now that the original position of the great writers and
confessionsof the Reformed Churcheshave only been
confused, and neither improved, strengthened nor
illustrated, by all the talk with which the Church has,in the
meantime, been distractedasto the ‘double-will' of God, or
the ‘double reference’of the Atonement. If men will be
consistentin their adherenceo these'Novelties,’ theymust
become Arminians” (Archibald Hodge).

GOD’S DECREE IS IN VIEW

Attemptingto make Il Pet3:9 refer to God’s desire rathei
than His decreeis difficult becausé¢he word for “willing”
in the Greek is “boulomai”. The Greekword “thelo” is
usually used to denote God's desire while “boulomai” is
commonly used to denote His decree.

“On the distinction in meaning between thelo....anc
boulomaiseeL.N.T. [Thayer’'s Greek-EnglishLexicon of
the New Testamentp.286. Accordingto thatauthority the
former designatethe will which proceed$rom inclination;
the latter, that which follows deliberation” (William
Hendriksen).

The Nestle Interlinear by Marshall makes this point quite
clearly:

“un Boulopevog Tivag oToAeaBal

not  purposing any to perish

“Boulomai - - usedabout37 timesin the NT in 17 Books
having the meaningof: ‘to take counsel,’to resolve’ or ‘to
purpose’ (following deliberation), hence, ‘to
decree’....Boulomaivhen usedin referenceo God, always
has the idea of purpose, hence, ‘purposive will' or
‘sovereign will,’ and it is never hypothetical or
thwarted....POINT: When God wills (boulomai),it is not a
hypotheticalwish, but an actualwilling or purposingof the
Divine will; thatis, the sovereignor decretivepurposeof
God” (Gary D. Long).

Since “boulomai” refers to God’'s will based upon His
counselanddeliberationit cannotbe reducedn thispassag
to a mere wish! It is God's determinedand sovereigr
purposethatnot“any shouldperish butthatall shouldcome
to repentance. Thiscannotbe a merewishor whim onthe
partof God which is not fulfilled. What doesPaulsay in
Rom 9:19? “For who hath resisted his will (boulomai)?’
God'’s purpose cannot be thwarted. An omnipotentGod
always fulfills His will! If the“any” and“all” of Il Pet3:9
refer to every human being, then every human being will
come to repentance without fail!

Note: God's desire(thelo) is also somethingwhich cannot



remain unfulfilled (Job 23:13,Rom9:18) In other words,
God’'sdesireand God's decreecannotreally be separated,
for God decrees exactly what He desires!

Summary: The double-will of God theory is unsound. It
createsa confusedGod who acts contrary to what would
actually pleaseHim. And the strong term “boulomai”
clearlydenotesthat God’ssovereignpurposes in view, not
some unfulfilled wish.

3. GOD'S WILL CONCERNING SALVATION HAS A
SPECIFIC RELATIONSHIP TO CHRIST'S RETURN

To what divine “promise” doesPeterreferin 1l Pet3:9? It

isthe promiseof Christ'sreturn: “Where is the promiseof

hiscoming?”(V-4). Peteris explainingwhy God’s promise
remains unfulfiled. The Apostle statesthat God doesn’t
counttimethe way man does. A long delay on the human
level is but a shortinterval with God: “One dayis with the
Lord asa thousand/ears,anda thousand/earsasoneday”

(V-8). And then Peter says God is longsuffering and
patiently waits to fulfill His promise until “all come to
repentance”(V-9). Now, if Christ's return awaits the
repentanceof every humanbeing without exception,there
is a real problem! Jesusevidently will nevercome again!
The “scoffers” will be proved correct!

“For thenl cometo thisabsurdreasoning:‘Jesuscannotyet

come, becausé&sod’s will mustbe fulfilled, and,according
to God's will, all men mustfirst cometo repentance.But...

If Jesusannotcome,until all mencometo repentancethen
Jesuswill never come. For, first, there are already
hundreds and thousands of dead people, who died
unconverted...Secondly, there are millions upon millions

who will die today, tomorrow, or next year, without ever
having heard of Jesus....And finally, if God, without a
definite goal, simply allows new men to be born

continuouslyandthe comingof Jesusthenmustbe delayed,
until thesealsoare converted that coming of Jesuscanbe

delayed endlessly....” (Abraham Kuyper).

Summary: If “all” and “any” in Il Pet 3:9 mean every
individual Peter's argumentis destroyed and Christ is
prevented from ever returning to this world.

Conclusion: God does not desire the salvation of every
person. The doctrinesof election and reprobatiorindicate
that He determinesthe destiny of every human being
accordingto His own good pleasure. The presenceand
influence of the Gospelare totally controlled by Him. He
doesnot havetwo contrarywills, butis of one mind. Il Pet
3:9specificallyrefersto the decreeof God, awill which is
neverfrustrated. Finally, thisversecannotbe so interpreted
as to prevent the return of the Lord Jesus.

II._ GOD'S WILL CONCERNING SALVATION IS
LIMITED TO THE “USWARD”

1. THE TERM “USWARD” CONTROLS THE
APPLICATION OF THIS VERSE

“The will of God,” say some, ‘for the salvation of all, is
heresetdown negatively,thathe would nothave any perish,
and positively, that he would have all come to
repentance....’Many words neednot be spentin answerto
this objection, wrested from the misunderstandingand
palpable corrupting of the senseof the words of the
apostle....Willnot commonsenseteach us that us is to be

repeatedin both the following clausesto make them up
complete and full, - namely, ‘Not willing that any of us
should perish, but that all of us should come to
repentance?’...Nowuly, to arguethat becaus&odwould
have none of thoseto perish, but all of them to come to
repentance therefore he hath the same will and mind
towardsall andevery onein theworld (eventhoseto whom
he never makes known his will, nor ever calls to
repentance,if they never once hear of his way of
salvation),comesnot much shortof extrememadnessand
folly....” (John Owen).

“The Lord cannot fall short of His intention toward any

uponwhom He takespains, nor doesHis good-will to save

reach to any sinnersbut thosewhom He doesreally make

partakersof salvation: for the Apostlesayshere, Heislong

suffering to us-ward...notwilling that any such should

perish, but that all of that kind shouldcome to repentance;
so that [in] the Scriptureall is not alwaysto be understood
of all and every individual person in the world, but

oftentimesit is put (here comprehendeéh ug for all the

elect only, as is clear by comparingJer. 31:34with John

6:45 and this present Scripture” (Alexander Nisbet).

Supposea ministermade thisannouncemerytrior to Sunday
morning worship. “l brought cherry pie and vanilla ice
creamfor usto eat after the service. | don’t want any to
missout on it. | want all to enjoy this delicious treat.”
Would you assumethat the pie and ice creamwas for the
peoplein the communitywho weresittingat homewatching
T.V. or still snoozingin bed? No, youwould recognizethat
the “any” and“all” are confinedto the “us” for whom the
cherry pie andice cream were actually brought. In a
similar mannerthe word “usward” dictatesthe meaningof
“any” and “all” in Il Pet 3:9.

2. THE “USWARD” ARE THE ELECT OF GOD

Now who arethe “usward” of whom Peterspeaks? Is it the
humanrace or God’s choserpeople? In light of thecontext
this is really not opento debate. You are notfree to form
your own opinion. The Holy Spirit defines the term
“usward”. Obviously,the “usward” mustbe distinguished
from the “scoffers”who mockthetruth concerningChrist's
return(V-3-4). Theword refersbackto V-8 andspeaksof
the “beloved”. In fact Peter continuouslycalls those to
whom he writes “beloved” in this chapter(3:1,8,14,15,17).
The “usward” are the “beloved”.

Now this could refer to the fact that these people were
beloved as brethrenby the apostle. But since Peter by
designincludeshimselfin thiscompany (usward,notmerely
you) it mustrefer to the beloved of God. And even if some
translationshavetheword “you” hereit doesn’tchangethis
understandingf thetext. Thereis goodreasonfor viewing
“beloved” in the senseof being thosewhomthe Lord loves.
It certainly would be a comfort to thesesuffering saintsto
be remindedof thisimportantfact - “Beloved of God, called
to be saints” (Rom 1:7). Peteridentified thesepeople as
God's “elect” in his first epistle (I Pet 1:21).

Notice how the word “beloved” is closely associatedwith
the idea of being among God's elect people. “As
concerninghe gospeltheyareenemiedfor your sakes: but
as touching election, they are beloved for the father's
sakes” (Rom11:28). “Put ontherefore asthe electof God,
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies...” ( Col 3:12).
“Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God” (I

Thessl:4). “But we are boundto give thanksalwayto God
for you, brethrenbelovedof the Lord, becauseGod hath
chosen you to salvation...” (Il Thess 2:13).

Godhasanelectpeople. Those uponwhomHe hassetHis

GreatlLove (Eph 2:4) He will certainlybringto repentance.

It is His determinedpurpose that none of theseelectedor
beloved onesperish. Eachand every one of themwill be
converted. How can this be known with certainty?
BecausePeter goes on to describe the effectualnesof

God's longsuffering! “And accountthat the longsuffering
of our Lord is salvation...” (V-15). God is longsuffering
toward His beloved onesand this guaranteeshat they will

come to repentance. Sincethis “longsuffering” is always
fruitful, Petercannothave in mind all mankindin this text.
Il Pet 3:15 refutes such a notion.

3.CHRISTWILL RETURNWHEN THE FULL NUMBER
OF GOD’S ELECT ARE BROUGHT TO REPENTANCE

“The casestandsthus: there was a promise of Christ's
secondcoming, to judge the world, delivered out; it was
expectedhatthis would have been veryquickly, whereasit
hasbeena longtime deferred. Hencescoffersshallarisein

the last days, charging the Lord with slackness and
dilatorinessconcerninghis promise, thoughhe is not slack
with respectto it, but is long-suffering towards his elect,
waiting till their numberis completedin effectualvocation,
and for their sakesbearswith all the idolatry, superstition,
andprofanenesshat are in the world; but whenthe last
man that belongsto that number is called,he will stay no
longer, butdescendn flamesof fire, taking hisown electto

himself, andburn up the world andthe wicked in it" (John
Gill).

Summary: God's will concerningsalvationis limited to the
“usward” - i.e.theelectof God. The“any” and “all” of Il

Pet 3:9 are restrictedby the term “usward”. If God is
longsufferingtoward every humanbeing hopingthat each
one will come to repentancehen Christwill neverreturn.
Nor would Peter’s statementabout God'’s longsuffering
being effectual be true.

MAIN CONCLUSION:

Leaving outa single“comma” madea vastdifferencein the
messageeturned to the wealthywife by her husbandn the
story relatedearlier. In the samemanner,leaving out the
“usward” in Il Pet 3:9 changesthe entire thrust of the
passage.God doesnot desirethe salvationof all men. He
desiresthe salvationof His belovedones. And all of these
choseroneswill be gatheredintothe fold of the Churchof
Christ before our Lord returns.
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“The Lordis not slackconcerninghis promise,assomemen
count slackness;but is longsufferingto us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance” - Il Pet 3:9 KJV

A wealthy woman who was traveling overseassaw a
braceletshethoughtwasirresistible soshesenther husbanc
a cable. The cable read: “Have found wonderfulbracelet
Price$75,000. May | buyit?” Her husbandoromptlywired
back this response: “No, price too high.” But the cable
operatoromitted the comma, so the woman receivedthis
message: “No price too high.” Elated, she purchasedhe
bracelet. Needlessto say, at her return her husbandwas
dismayed. It wasjusta little thing- a comma- but what a
difference it made!

Il Peter3:9is one of the most commonlyquotedscriptures
used to combat unconditional election and reprobation
Howeverijt is usually notquotedin full. Peoplehavea habit
of leaving out the “usward” which is found in this text.
They simply quotethe last phraseof thisimportant verse
about God not desiring that any should perish. And yet
leaving out the “usward” is like leaving out the commain
the precedingstory - it changeshe whole meaningof the
statement! PleaserememberGod not only condemnsthe
personwho addsto His sacredWord but alsothe one who
takes away from it (Rev 22:18-19).

. DOES GOD DESIRE THE SALVATION OF ALL
MEN?

1. GOD DETERMINES THE DESTINY OF EVERY
HUMAN BEING

GOD’S ELECTION AND REPROBATION

How doesthe phrase“not willing that any shouldperish”
coincide with the rest of Scripture IF it meansthat God
sincerely desiredo save everymemberof the humanrace”:
You must alwaysseek to harmonizethe teachingsof the
Scripture. The Bible containsno contradictionsfor it is the
inerrant Word of God. Is it thereforethe clear centra
messageof Scripture that God desires the salvation of all
men?

The prominent doctrine of election found in the Bible
indicates that God desires to save SOME of mankind
“Blessed is the man whom thou choosest,and causestto
approachunto thee...”(Psa 65:4). “Thou hastgiven him
[Son of God] power over all flesh, that he should give
eternallife to asmany as thou [God the Father]hastgiven
him” (Jn 17:2). “And as many aswere ordainedo eterna
life believed” (Acts 13:48). “According as he [God the
Father]hathchosenus in him [Christ] beforethe foundatior
of the world, thatwe should be holy, and without blame
before him in love” (Eph1:4). “But we areboundto give
thanksalway to Godfor you, brethrenbelovedof the Lord,
becauseGod hath from the beginning chosen you to
salvationthroughsanctification of the Spiritandbelief of the
truth” (Il Thess 2:13).






