volumes, of Charles H. Spurgeon’ssermonsyou
wouldpossessgvery book of the series.None would
be missing. You would have the entire collection.
The DISTRIBUTIVE USE involves some of each
kind or type. If you judgeda bake-off contestyou

wouldtaste(sample)abite of eachcakeor pie in the
contest. Yetyou would not eateverysinglepiece of

eachpie or cake. In the Bible the most common
usage of the word “all” is the DISTRIBUTIVE USE.

Lk 11:42 “But woeunto you, Phariseesfor ye tithe
mint andrue andall mannerof herbs,and passover
judgmentandthelove of God...” Theactually words

in this text are“all herbs” [Tmv Aaxavov] but the
translatorshavecorrectly renderedt “all mannerof
herbs” becausehat is thereal essenceof what the
wordsmean. Acts 10:12 “Wherein wereall manner
of fourfootedbeastsof the earth, and wild beasts,
and creeping things, and fowls of the air.” The

actualwords hereare “all fourfooted beastsravta

Ta TeTpaToda].  The translatorshave correctly
graspedthe actually meaningand renderedit “all
mannerof fourfootedbeasts”. Rom 14:2 “For one
believeththat hemay eatall things: another,who
is weak, eatethherbs.” Paulmeanshereall sorts of
things. Obviously,somethingsarenot edible- i.e.
crowbar,book, hat,etc. | Cor 6:12 “All thingsare
lawful unto me.” Paul simply is implying that he
may do all kinds of things. He has freedomin
Christ. He may marry or eatpork or evenpartakeof
meatofferedin sacrificeto anidol. But obviously
Pauldoesn’tmeanthat he cando sinful activity! It
is not lawfully for him to commit sexualsin or to
lie, cheator steal. Thereare all kinds of things
whichare, howeverJawfully permissible. Mk 1:37
“And when they [disciples] found him [Jesus],they
said unto him, All men seek for thee.” Were the
AmericanIndians seekingafter Christ? Were the
Chinese? How about thosewho lived in Spain?
Clearly not every individual of the humanraceis
meant, but simply all sorts of people. Great
multitudesfrom all walks of life were seekingthe
Lord. Lk 7:29 “And all the peoplethat heardhim,
and the publicans, justified God, being baptized
with the baptismof John.” Did everysingle person
who heardChrist justify God andbecomea baptized
disciple? This mustmean peoplefrom all classes
andwalks of life. Thevery nextversesays,‘But the

Pharisees and lawyers...[were] not baptized of him.”

Theseexampleswill haveto suffice. The readeris
challenged to explore the matter in more detail
himself or herself.

Summary: TheBible often usesthe term*“all” in the
distributive sensemeaningall sortsof, all kinds of,
some of each type.

1. “ALL _ MEN” IN | TIM 2:4 MUST BE
UNDERSTOOD IN THE DISTRIBUTIVE SENSE

1. PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING ARE TO BE
MADE FOR ALL SORTS OF INDIVIDUALS (V-1-2)

“Paul definitely mentionsgroupsor classe®f men:
kings (V-2), those in high position (V-2), the
Gentiles (V-7). He is thinking of rulersand (by
implication) subjects,of Gentiles and (again by
implication) Jews,and he is urging Timothy to see
to it thatin public worship, not a single group be
omitted. In otherwords,the expressiortall men’as
hereusedmeans‘all menwithout distinctionof race,
nationality, or social position,” not ‘all men
individually, one by one™ (William Hendriksen).

You are commandedo pray for all types of men.
Obviously, the“all men” in V-1 cannotmeanevery
single humanbeing. Billions of peoplehave died
and entered into eternity. The Bible doesn’t
recognize praying for the dead! Those in hell

cannotbe helpedby prayerandthosein heavendo
not needit! Norshouldyou pray for thosewho have
sinned “the sin untodeath” (I Jn 5:16). Jeremiah
the prophetwas forbiddento pray for the rebellious
Jews. “Therefore pray not thou for this people,
neitherlift up cry nor prayer for them, neithermake
intercessionto me: for | will not hear thee” (Jer
7:16). Besidesyou are commandedo also “give

thanks” for all men. Does this meanyou should
give God thanks for wicked men? Are you to

express thanks in your prayers for murderers,
thieves, adulterers, persecutorshereticsand child

molesters?Whenis the lasttime you thankedGod
for Nero, Hitler, or Saddam Hussein? The
conclusion is self-evident!

“[T]he apostleexhorts,that supplicationsprayers,
intercessionsandgiving of thanks,be madefor all
men; for kings, andfor all in authority; which was

contraryto a notion thatobtainedamong the Jews,
of whomthere weremanyin the primitive churches,
that they should not pray for heathensand heathen
magistrates” (John Gill).

So,while there are manypeoplewhom you should
pray for, including the wicked, not every human
beingis in view. You mustnot pray for the deacr
for thosewho havecommittedthe “sin unto death”.
And certainly you cannot give thanks for every
humanbeing. So, it is best to understandhe “all
men”in V-1 in the senseof all kinds andtypes of
individuals instead.

2.GOD'SWILL IN SALVATION IS FORALL SORTS
OF INDIVIDUALS TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE
OF THE TRUTH (V-3-5)

“If the will of Godbe takenfor his efficaciouswill,

thewill of his purposeandgood pleasure(astruly to

me it seemsexceedinglyevident that that is here
intended becausehe will of Godis madetheground
and bottom of our supplications; asif in theseour
prayerswe should sayonly, ‘Thy will be done,’-

which is to havethem all to be saved: now,wehave
a promise to receiveof God ‘whatsoeverwe ask
accordingto his will,;” | Johniii.22, v.14: and
thereforethis will of God,which is hereproposedas
the ground of our prayers, must needs be his
effectualor rather efficaciouswill, which is always
accomplished): if it be, | say, thus taken, then
certainly it mustbe fulfilled, and all thosesaved
whomhewould havesaved; for whatsoevefGodcan
doandwill do,that shallcertainlycometo passand
be effected. That Godcansaveall (notconsidering
his decreenonedoubts; andthat he will saveall is

hereaffirmed: therefore,if theseall herebe all and
everyone,all andeveryone will certainlybe saved.
‘Let us eatand drink, for tomorrow, we shall die.’

‘Who hathresistedGod’s will?” Romix. 19.” (John
Owen).

It is God'swill thatall TYPESandKINDS of people
be savedand cometo aknowledgeof the truth. This
is why the GreatCommissionwasgiven. Andthis
is what Peterhad to understandwhen he wasfirst
sentto aGentile, Cornelius,to preachtheGospelof
Christ. “Of a truth | perceive that God is no
respecteof persons: But in everynation he that

fearethhim, andworkethrighteousnesds acceptet
of him” (Acts 10:34-35). Thereis not oneGod for
the Jewishnationand anotherGod for the Romans
Greeks,Egyptiansor Chinese. Thereis one God
only. Salvation comes only through this “one
God”. “Is hethe Godof the Jewsonly? is he not
also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also:
Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the
circumcision by faith, anduncircumcisionthrougt
faith” (Rom 3:29-30). The context is not
addressing the issue of creation but that of
redemption. Thus Paul immediately proceedsto
speakof Christbeing the Mediatorandproviding a
ransom. Not everyone can say with the disciple
Thomas,“My Lord andmy God”. The apostle
speaksof “Godour Saviour” (V-3) andthereforethe
point is that thereis only “one God” for all who
desire salvationfrom sin. It doesn’t matter what
their nationality,race,or backgroundis. “For there
is no differencebetweenthe Jewandthe Greek: for
the samelord overall is rich untoall that call upon
him. For whosoeveshallcall uponthe nameof the
Lord shallbe saved’-(Rom 10:12-13). In the book
of Ephesians, Paul demonstratesthat Jews and
Gentilesare now “one body”. The middle wall of
partition has beentorn down (SeeEph 2:11-22)
His conclusionis that believersof all sorts and
typeshave the sameGod. “One God andFatherof
all, who is aboveall, and throughall, andin you
all” (Eph 4:6).

3. CHRIST'S RANSOM WAS MADE FOR ALL
SORTS OF INDIVIDUALS (V-6-7)

Why did Jesussay,“The Sonof Man camenot to be
ministeredunto, but to minister,andgive hislife a
ransomfor MANY” (Matt 20:28) when Paul says
thatChristwas“a ransomfor ALL"? “Many” canno
be stretchedto meanevery humanbeing. Is therea
contradiction in the Bible? No, this cannot be!
Any difficulty is immediatelyerasedf “all” is taker
in the DISTRIBUTIVE SENSE- i.e. peoplefrom all
races,colors, backgroundspationalities,etc. That
this is exactly what Paulmeansis certainfrom the
next versewhere he immediately proceedso say
that he was“ordained apreacherandan apostle....
teachemnf the GENTILES....” (V-7). This indicates
that God's will concerningsalvationand Christ’s
ransom wasnot confinedto the Jews. The Savior



died for individuals of all nations, not merely for

Israelites. And the Lamb of Goddid indeedransom
somefrom all the peopleof the earth. Considerthe
songof the redeemedn heaven: “And they sunga
new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the
book, andto openthe sealsthereof: for thou wast
slain, and hastredeemedis to God by thy blood out

of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation” (Rev 5:9).

“llIt should be observed...thatthis ransom is

OVTIAUTPOV UTEP TOVIWV, a vicarious ransom,
substitutedin the room andsteadof all, whereby a
full price waspaidfor all, andaplenary satisfaction
madefor the sins of all, which cannotbe true of

every individual man, for then no man could be
justly condemnedand punished....ltis betterby all

men to understandomeof all sorts...andthis] well

agreeswith the matter of fact; since Christ has
redeemedsome of all nations,some out of every
kindred, tongue, and people; and God saves and
calls someof every rank andquality, as kings and
peasants:of every stateand condition, asrich and
poor,bond andfree; of everysex, maleandfemale;
of every age, young and old; and all sorts of

sinners, greater or less” (John Gill).

The readeris referredto THE DEATH OF DEATH IN
THE DEATH OF CHRIST by John Owen for an
extensive treatmentof the topic. Thereis one
argument given by Owen which has never been
refutedandthereforeit is includedhereto complete
this point.

“The FatherimposedHis wrathdue unto, and Christ
underwent punishment for, either:

1. All the sins of all men, or
2. All the sins of some men, or
3. Some of the sins of all men.

If the last, somesinsof all men,thenhaveall men
some sins to answerfor, and so shall no man be
saved;for if God enteredinto judgment with us,
though it were with all mankind for one sin, no
flesh shouldbe justified in his sight: ‘If the LORD
should mark iniquities, who should stand?’ Ps.
cxxx.3. Wemight all go to castall thatwehave‘to
the molesandto the bats,to go into the cleftsof the
rocks,andinto thetopsof the raggedrocks,for fear
of the LORD,andfor the glory of his majesty,’Isa

ii.20,21. If the secondthatis it which we affirm,
that Christ, in their steadandroom sufferedfor all
the sins of all the electin the whole world. If the
first, why, then, are not all freed from the
punishmentdue unto their sins? You will say,
‘Becauseof unbelief; they will not believe.” But
this unbelief,is it a sin,or not? If not, why should
theybe punishedor it? If it be,thenChristsuffered
the punishmentdue unto it, or [He did] not. If so,
why must that hinderthem more than their other
sins for which Hedied from partakingof the fruit of
his death? If He did not, Hedid not die for all their
sins!”

Summary: A carefulanalysisof the contextof | Tim
2:4 clearly indicates that “all men” must be
understood in the distributive sense.

. WHY BIBLICAL WRITERS USE GENERAL
EXPRESSIONS LIKE “ALL MEN"

1. THE GREAT COMMISSION

In theOld Testamentthetruth of Godandthe way of

salvation were largely confined to the nation of

Israel. “The LORD thy Godhathchosertheeto bea
SPECIAL PEOPLE unto himself, above all the
peoplethat are uponthe face of the earth” (Deut
7:6). “YOU [Israel]ONLY havel known[given My

love andintimate fellowship] of all the families of

the earth” (Amos 3:2). Even during the earthly
ministry of JesusChristyou find Him sayingto His

disciples,“Go not into the way of the Gentiles,and
into any city of the Samaritangnterye not: Butgo

rather to thelost sheef the houseof Israel” (Matt

10:5-6). However,afterthe deathof the Lord Jesus,
the Great Commissionwas issued. God gave His

expresscommandto preachthe Gospelto “every
creature”. The truth of God’s Word would not be

confinedto the nationof Israel asin the past. The
Gospel was to go forth into all lands, as God
providentially directecit. The restof theworld was
no longer to be left in the dark spiritually.

This is why so many generalexpressionareusedn

Scripture - i.e. all men,world, whole world, etc.
Theseterms indicatethe removalof the BARRIERS
which once barred the way for many Gentiles.
National and racial distinctionsare now abolished.

All men (Jew, Greek, Roman, African, American,
etc.)areto be savedandcometo the knowledgeof
the truth. A sampling of people from every
continent and nation will come to salvationin
Christ for it is God’s will that it be so!

2. THE ERROR OF THE JEWS

The Jewshadthe proud notionthat the promisesof
God’s mercy and grace belonged exclusively to
them. The Gentiles weremere“dogs”, unworthyof
God'’s attention. The Jews were the children of
Abraham, or so they thought. They neverdreamed
that theywould be “brokenoff’, while the Gentiles
were “grafted” into the Tree of TRUE ISRAEL [i.e.
God’'sHoly Nation] (Rom11). This strongopinion
even prevailedin the early Church. Peterhad to
accountfor his unprecedentedctionof goingtothe
houseof aGentile, Corneliug(Acts 11:17-18).And
soit is only appropriatdor Paulto remind Timothy
of the truth that God desiresthe salvation of “all
men”. God’sfamily is not confinedto the nation of
Israel. God's peopleare scatterecabroadin every
nation under heaven (Jn 11:51-52).

Summary: Generalterms like “all men” areoften
usedo reflectthe truth of the GreatCommissiorand
to overcomethe narrow-mindedness many Jewish
believers.

MAIN CONCLUSION:

Theyounggrandsortakento St. Patrick’sCathedral
misunderstoodthe meaning of his grandmother
whenshesaidthat all thecardinalswereburiedunder
the altar. There are many who misunderstandhe
term “all men” asit is usedin Il Tim 2:4. The
correctBiblical meaningof the text is this: “God
desiresin harmonywith His eternaldecree to save
all menwithout distinction(i.e., without respecto
rank, station, race,or nationality) and bring them
to the knowledge of the truth” (Gary Long).
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DOES GOD DESIRE THE
SALVATION OF ALL MEN?
| TIMOTHY 2:4
BY JACK A. WERTH

“| exhorttherefore,that, first of all, supplications
prayers, intercessions,and giving of thanks, be
madefor all men; 2 Forkings,andfor all that arein
authority; that wemayleadaquietand peaceabldife
in all godlinessandhonesty.3 Forthisisgoodand
acceptablein the sight of God our Saviour; 4 Wha
will haveall mento be saved,andto comeunto the
knowledgeof the truth. 5 For thereis oneGod, and
one mediator betweerGod and men,the man Christ
Jesus; 6 Whogavehimselfa ransomfor all, to be
testifiedin duetime. 7 Whereuntd am ordaineda
preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in
Christ, andlie not;) a teacherof the Gentilesin faith
and verity” - | Tim 2:1-7 KJV

A grandmothertook her grandsorto St. Patrick’s
Cathedral in New York City. She showed him
various parts of that magnificentstructure. Finally,
they arrivedat the altar. “Under here,” shesaid,“is
where all the cardinalsare buried.” He looked in
amazementnd asked,"You meanthe whole team?”
Therearetwo waysto understandinghe meaningof
“all men”in| Tim 2:4 justastherearetwo ways to
think of the term “cardinals” in the story above
Many peoplepoint to this text claiming that God
desiresthe salvation of every humanbeing. But
like the young grandson they have entirely
misunderstood what was intended.

A common understandingf the text is that God
desires all men without exceptionto be saved
However, His will is often resisted througt
obstinateunbelief. The Biblical understandingof
the text is that God wills to saveall men without
distinction - all men regardlessof rank, social
position, race, or nationality.

|. THE DISTRIBUTIVE USE OF THE WORD “ALL”

In theBible the word “all” is usedin two different
ways. The COLLECTIVE USEinvolves the entire
numberof personsor things. It meansall without
exception. If you purchasedhe entire set, all 62
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