with the abusiveparentspointingouttheterrible conditionof
the children under their care. But regardlessof their
responsethe police officer hasa courtorder to take the
children. The parentsmay protest,curseand swearat the
officer and physically opposethe officer’s efforts, but he
stillis goingto take thechildren. He haseveryintention of
removing the abused children from the home into his
protective custody. He may eventually call in more
policemen or use more forceful meansto accomplishhis
mission, but he will carry out the court order.

It is thistype of ideawhichis found in thetext. The abusive
parentsrepresent‘Jerusalem.” The neglectedchildren
representlerusalem’s'children.” The police officer with
the court order representsChrist (“17). Failure to
understand this vital distinction will lead to a faulty
interpretationof whatJesusis saying. Since “Jerusalem’is
distinguishedrom “her children,” Christcannotbe said to
desirethe salvationof all the Jews. Even if you took
“Jerusalem’for every singleindividual Jew, it still wouldn't
prove Christ desired the salvation of the Gentiles
(Samaritans,Egyptians, Greeks,Romans,etc.). In other
words,you cannotsomehowsubstitutethe word “mankind”
for “Jerusalem”here. “Jerusalem”doesn’t even mean
everyJew! Thus,thereisno divine desire for the salvation
of all men to be extracted from this text. This is an
unwarranted assumption without Biblical basis.

2. THE IDENTIFICATION OF JERUSALEM

What is the context in which these words of Christ are
spoken?Who is our Lord addressing thischapter?Christ
opensthis chapter speaking to “the multitude” and “His
disciples” (V-1). He warns them specifically aboutthe
abusesof the Scribes and Pharisees (V-2-12). Then
beginningwith V-13 till the endof the chapter,the Scribes
andPharisees@rebeingdenouncedby Christin the strongest
terms. No lessthan 6 timesyou read the words,“Woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” (V-
13,14,15,23,27,29)Thus,when you hearChristspeakingof
“Jerusalem”opposingHis efforts to “gather” the children,
He is still berating the Jewish religious leaders.
Furthermore, the identification of “Jerusalem” can be
determinedby the negativecharacteristicsvhich describe
it:

1) Killing the prophets and stoning God'’s servants (V-37)
2) Trying to prevent the gathering of the children (V-37)
3) Her “house” being left desolate (V-38)

4) Refusing to acknowledge Christ as the Messiah (V-39)

Are not these characteristicsdescribing“Jerusalem” the
very samecrimeswith which Jesuschargedhe Scribesand
Pharisees?

1) Jesuscondemnsthe religious leaders for killing the
prophetsand persecutingGod’s servants(V-29-35). He
expectsthemto evenintensifytheirefforts in the future (V-
34).

2) Jesuscondemnsthe religious leaderdfor attemptingto
turn thoseenteringhe Kingdomof God awayfrom Him (V-
13).

“Christ cameto openthe kingdomofheaven,thatis, to lay
openfor usa newandliving way intoit, to bring mento be
subjectsof that kingdom. Now the scribesand Pharisees,
who satin Moses’sseat,and pretendedo havethe key of

knowledge, ought to have contributed their assistance
herein, by openingthose scripturesof the Old Testament
which pointed atthe Messiahandhis kingdom,in their true
and proper sense....but...theyperverted his doctrine,
confrontedhis miracles, quarreled with his disciples, and
representedhim, and his institutesand economy,to the
people in the mostdisingenuous,disadvantageousanner
imaginable; they thunderedout their excommunications
againstthosethat confessedhim, and usedall their wit and
power to serve their malice againsthim; and thusthey shut
up the kingdomof heavenso thatthey whowould enter into
it mustsufferviolence(ch. xi.12), andpressinto it (Lk xvi.
16), througha crowd of scribesand Phariseesand all the
obstructionsand difficulties they could contrive to lay in
their way” (Matthew Henry).

3) Jesusspeaksof impendingjudgmentcomingupon the
religious leaders(V-36) and this is closely connectedwith
theTemple beingdestroyed(V-38, Matt 24:1-2). Whatwas
oncethe “House of God” is now “your house” (V-38) for
they had made“the house of prayer”a “den of thieves.”
The Temple was the placethe Scribesand Phariseesften
gatheredand ministered. Now their “pride andjoy” would
beleft “desolate.” Jesusasjustspokenof thisvery thingin
the Parableof the Marriage Feast(Matt 22:1-14). And it
should be notedthat He was addressingthe “chief priests
and the eldersof the people”- i.e. the religiousleaders(Cf
21:23). God is portrayed as the King who “sent forth his
armies,anddestroyedhosemurderersandburnedup their
city” because of the mistreatment of his servants (22:6-7).

4) Jesuspromisedto havenothingfurther to do with these
religious leaders until they acknowledgedHim as the
Messiah (V-39). If by “Jerusalem”is meant, not the
religious leaders but all the inhabitantof the city, Christ's
words wouldn’t make much sense. After all, the multitude
cried out thesevery wordsduring Christ’s triumphal entry
into Jerusalem(Matt 21:9-16). This phraseis a quotation
from Psa118:21-26where “the Stonewhich the builders
[religious leaders] rejected” is exalted by God to be the
“head stone” of the spiritual Temple of God. Thosewho
say, “Blessedis He thatcomethin the nameof the LORD”
are recognizing Christ as the Messiahand Saviour. |
believe that Jesusis saying to the Scribes and Pharisees,
“The only way I'll haveany further dealingswith youis if
you embrace Me as the Messiah.”

So the characteristicslescribingthis “Jerusalem”are the
samecharacteristicfound in thereligiousleaders. Justasit
is commontoday to use theterm Washingtorto refer to the
centerof the political sceneand the political leaders,so
Christusesthe term Jerusalemyhere the Temple worship
took place, to refer to the spiritual leaders of Israel.

“That by Jerusalenwe arenotto understandhe city, nor all
the inhabitants;butthe rulers andgovernorsof it, both civil
and ecclesiastical gespeciallythe great Sanhedrim,which
was held in it, to whom best belong the descriptive
character®f killing the prophetsandstoning suchaswere
sent tothemby God,and who are manifestly distinguished
from their children ...[I]t belongedto them [the religious
leaders]to take cognizanceof suchwho calledthemselves
prophets,and to examineand judgethem, and, if false, to
condemnthem; hencethat sayingof Christ, Luke xiii. 33,
which goesbeforethe samewords,ashere,it cannotbe that
a prophet perish out of Jerusalerii (John Gill).

Jerusalemthereforeshouldbe identified with the religious

leadersof the city in particularnotthe populationin general.
Thusthereis no warrantfor extendingthe term to include
all mankind.

3. THE IDENTIFICATION OF “THY CHILDREN"

In Christ's day it was customaryto call thosewho were the
religious leadersor civil rulers of the people, “fathers.”
Thosewho were their disciplesor subjectswereconsidered
“children.” We dothe samesort of thingtoday. We speak
of the “fathers of our country” when referringto George
Washingtonand ThomasJefferson. Calvin and Luther are
commonlyclassifiedas “church fathers.” The Scriptures
clearly indicatethat this mannerof speakingwascommon.
The Scribesand the Phariseesare being addresseds the
RELIGIOUS GUIDES of the people throughout this
chapter. Jesustwice called them“blind guides”(V-16,24)
andobservedhow they“sit in Moses’seat”(V-2). In other
words, they held a position of authority overthe common
people.

“All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that
observeand do; butdo notafter their works: for theysay,
anddonot. Forthey bindheavyburdensandgrievousto be
borne, and lay them on men'’s shoulders...” (V-3-4).

Sothe commonpeoplewere very muchsitting aschildren at
the feet of these religious leaders,who loved to be
recognizeds “rabbis,” “fathers,” and“masters”(V-6-10).
The idea of the “parental authority” of religiousleaders
over those under their care is widely used in Scripture.

1) Jud17:9-10 “And Micah saiduntohim, Whencecomest
thou? And he said unto him, | am a Levite of Bethlehem-
judah,and | goto sojourn where | may find a place. And
Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto me a
FATHER AND A PRIEST...” The Levite in becominga
“priest” for Micah's family would be consideredthe
spiritualleader or “father” providingreligious guidanceor
them.

2) Acts 6:12,7:1-2 “And theystirredup the people,and the
elders,and the scribes,and cameupon him [Stephen],and
caughthim, and broughthim to the council...And he said,
Men, brethren,and FATHERS, hearken...” (See alsoActs
22:1). Stephenwasbroughtbefore the Sanhedrircouncil to
be judgedwhetheror not he was guilty of blasphemy. He
addressedhe whole assemblyas “men” (witnesseswho
would testify were present),“brethren” (they were all
fellow Jews)and “fathers” (he stoodat the court of the
spiritual leaders of the nation).

And the Bible speaks of those under the authority of
religious leaders as “children”:

1) Matt 12:27 “And if | [Jesus] by Beelzebubcast out
devils, by whom do your CHILDREN [disciples of the
Pharisees] cast them out?”

2) Mk 10:23-24 “And Jesuslooked roundabout, andsaith
unto his disciples,How hardly shall they that haveriches
enter into the kingdom of God! And the discipleswere
astonishedat his words. But Jesusanswerethagain, and
saithunto them, CHILDREN, how hardis it for them that
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!”

3) 1l Jn 1,4 “The elder unto the elect lady and her
CHILDREN, whom | love in the truth...I rejoicedgreatly

that | found of thy CHILDREN walking in truth, aswe have
received commandment from the Father.”

There is another New Testament passagewhich uses
“Jerusalem”and “Children” in a similar manner: “For this
Agar is mountSinaiin Arabia, and answerethto Jerusaler
which now is, and is in bondagewith her children” (Gal
4:25).

“Agar, the bondwoman,fitly representsMount Sinai, the
mountainin Arabia, from which the law was given: and
Jerusalemwhichnowis answeretho Mount Sinai; for asin
Mount Sinaithe law wasgiven in a terriblemanner,sonow
in Jerusalemis the seat of the scribesand Phariseesywho
arethedoctorsof the law, and rigidly pressthe observatior
of it, by which the Jewsare keptin bondage. The apostle
speaketmothereof the civil servitudethatthe Jewswerein
under the Romansto whom theywere now tributaries, but
of that religiousservitudein which the scribesand Pharisee
kept them to their legal services.” (Matthew Poole).

Summary: Christ's words are addressedo the religious
leadersof Israel. Jerusalemand her children are to be
distinguishedas two different groups. Oncethis divisionis
understoodany argumentfor God desiringthe salvationof
all men evaporates completely.

II. CHRIST'S WORDS DO NOT PRECLUDE THE
GATHERING OF JERUSALEM'S CHILDREN

1. SPIRITUAL GATHERING - “how often would | have
gathered thy children”

The Greekword for “gathered”is “episunago.” This term
is only used seventimesin the New Testament,two of
which are identical passages. The use of the term is
commonlyassociatedwith a PHYSICAL GATHERING of
people (See Matt 23:37,24:31, Mk 13:27, Lk 13:34, Mk
1:33,Lk 12:1,Lk 17:37).In itsnounform (episunagogethe
word means literally to “synagogue” and is used of
assemblindor church (Heb 10:25). Sincethe missionof the
“prophets” which were stoned by Jerusalemwas to
“gather” a peoplefor the Lord, a spiritual gatheringis in
view. Christ's desire is to “gather” (synagogue
Jerusalem’s children into His Church (called out assemt

2. OPPOSEDGATHERING - “how often...andye would
not”

The “commonpeople” often camein “greatmultitudes”and
heardChrist“gladly” (SeeMk 12:37,Lk 8:40,Matt 4:23-25.
15:30, 19:2, 21:8). Yet the Scribes and Phariseeswere
enviousof Christ(Matt 27:18,Mk 15:10,Jn12:19). Not only
was He taking “center stage” away from them, but He
openly exposed their hypocrisy. He convincingly
demonstratedthat they were substitutingthe traditions of
men for the truth of God. He exposed them as “blind
guides” of the people. Sothey were vigorouslyopposedto
Christ and His teaching. Continuousefforts were made
(“how often”) to turn people awayfrom the Gospelwhich
Christ proclaimed. The Phariseeadgone sofar as to say,
“that if any man did confessthatHe was Christ, he shoulc
be putoutof the synagogue(Jn9:22). Yetunlesssomeon
confessedhat Jesuswasthe Christ, there was no hopeof
salvation.

Do you remembetthe story of Christhealingthe manwho
was born blind in John9? After he receivedhis sighthe



was broughtto the Pharisees. The religious leadersdid all

they could to dissuadethis man from believing that Jesus
wasthe Christ (V-22) and beingHis disciple(V-28). They
said, “This manis not of God” (V-16) and “We know that
thismanis a sinner” (V-24). But the healedman clungto

his faith in Jesusand refused to believe all the false
accusationshurledat the Lord. “Now we know that God

hearettnotsinners: but if any manbe a worshipperof God,

anddoeth His will, himHe heareth. Sincethe world began
was it notheardthat any man openedthe eyes of onethat
was bornblind. If this man were not of God, He could do
nothing” (V-31-33). The incensedreligious leaders then
“cast him out” of the synagogue (V-34).

The Scribesand Phariseedlid everythinghumanly possible
to paint Christ as a blasphemerdemon-possessead, false

prophet,etc., in order to “shut up the kingdomof heaven
against men.”

3. ACCOMPLISHED GATHERING - “as a hengathereth
her chickens under her wings”

Our Lord portrays a barnyardsceneof a hen and herlittle
chicks. Picturethe chicks scatteredabout the barnyard
scratchingthe dirt and pecking for piecesof grain. They
are simply going abouttheir everydayroutine. Everything
appearscalm and tranquil at the moment. Suddenlysome
type of danger arises. Perhapsa fox approacheghe
barnyard. The mother hen immediately perceives the
dangerand gathersall her chicks under her feathersto
protect them from destruction. Now a hen doesn’t seekto
gatherall the chicks in the farmyard, but only her own
brood. She instinctively knows those who are hers.

Jesugortrays Himself by the symbolof a MOTHER HEN.
Notice that the “chickens” are said to be “her chickens.”
So that under the generalheading of “thy children” are
encompassedll the “chickens”which belongto the mother
hen (Christ). The “chickens” do not belongto the Scribes
andPhariseesbut to JesusChrist. The symbolismhas direct
reference to the people of God or the elect.

“All that the Fathergiveth Me shall cometo Me; andhim
that comethto Me | will in no wise castout. For| came
downfrom heavennotto do mineown will, butthe will of
Him thatsentMe. And thisis the Father'swill which hath
sentMe, that of all which He hath given Me | shouldlose
nothing,butshouldraiseit up againat the lastday” (Jn6:37-
39)

Jesuscould say of His chickens,“these are ‘the children
which God hathgiven me™ (Heb 2:13). The Greekword
for “gathered”hereis only usedtwice in Matthew. Christ
shortly uses it again in Matt 24:31 specifically of His elect.

“And He [the Son of Man] shall sendHis angels with a
greatsoundof a trumpet,and theyshall gathertogetherHis
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaverto the
other.”

Jesusdid indeed gather Jerusalem’schildren. Thereis no
reasorto think otherwise. “Thy people shall be willing in
theday of thy power” (Psal10:3). Not oneof God'’s elect
everfails to come to JesusChrist. Someof the “children”
had alreadybeen gathered. Jesushadalreadycalled His
“disciples” (V-1). You shouldnotforget, Nicodemus(Jn3),
theimpotentman(Jn5), the womantakenin adultery(Jn8),
the man bornblind (Jn 9), Mary, Marthaand Lazareth(Jn

11), the woman with an issueof blood (Lk 8), Zacchaeus
(Lk 19), theman with palsy(Mk 2), the maniacof Gadara
(Mk 5), and BartimaeugMk 10) to singleout afew. Let it
be rememberethat many Jewsdid believeon Christto the
greatdismayof the religiousleaders(Jn11:45,12:19). The
day of Pentecostfound 120 disciples gathered just in
Jerusalenfor prayerandworship(Acts 1:15). Considerthe
vast multitudes of Jerusalem’s children which were
gatheredduringthe days following Christ'sresurrection- at
least 8000 (Acts 2:41, 4:4).

“Jesusexpressedn this text the desire to save Jerusalem’s
children. But the Scribes and Phariseesfought bitterly
againstthis at everystepof Jesus’way. They resistedHis
efforts to do this so fiercely thatthey finally nailed Him to
the cross. But doesall thismeanthat Jerusalem’shildren
were never gathered by Jesus? Far from it. Jesus
accomplished His purposein spite of the wickednessof
Jerusalem’s$eaders. We haveonly to read of thethousands
of Jerusalem’schildrenwho were savedafter Pentecostfo
understand that Jesus did what He purposed to do.”
(Herman Hanko).

Summary: All the Father has given to Christ will be
gatheredto Him. Jesusplainly declaredto the Jews that
somewould notbelieve becauseheywerenot givento Him

by the Father. “But ye believed not,because/e arenot of

my sheep,as| saiduntoyou. My sheephearmy voice, and
| know them,andthey follow Me” (Jn10:26-27). He never
intendedto gather everyindividualto Himself. He hadbeen
given “power overall flesh, that He shouldgive eternallife

to as many as Thou [God the Father] hastgiven Him” (Jn
17:2). He knows very well that to somethe thingsof God
are hidden and will remain a mystery, for this is what
seemedgood in the eyesof His Father (Matt 11:25-26,
13:10-11). Christis notworking at cross-purposesith His
Father. Jesusis not a frustrated Savior, but His righteous
angertowardthe Scribes and Phariseess displayed here
becausef their oppositiorto thework of salvationHewas
carrying out. All Christ's “chickens” will be safely
gathered under His wings.

1. THERE IS HISTORICAL PRECEDENCE FOR
INTERPRETING CHRIST'S WORDS IN THIS MANNER

1. AUGUSTINE(421A.D.) - The Enchiridion[Handbook]
on Faith, Hope and Love.

“Our Lord says plainly, however, in the Gospel, when
upbraiding the impious city: ‘How often would | have
gatheredhy childrentogether,evenasa hengatherethher
chickensunderherwings, andye would not!" as if the will
of God had been overcomeby the will of men, and when
the weakesstoodin the way with their want of will, the will
of the strongestould notbe carriedout. And where isthat
omnipotencenhich hath doneall thatit pleasedon earthand
in heaven,if God willed to gathertogetherthe children of
Jerusalemanddid notaccomplishit? Or rather,Jerusalem
was not willing that her children should be gathered
together,but even though she was unwilling, He gathered
togetherasmanyof her childrenasHe wished: for He does
not will somethingsto do them,andwill othersand dothem
not; but‘He hathdoneall thatHe pleasedin heaverandin
earth.” And moreover, who will be so foolish and
blasphemoussto say thatGod cannotchangehe evil wills
of men, whichever, whenever, and wheresoeverHe
chooses, and direct them to what is good?”

2. TURRETIN, FRANCIS (1623-87 A.D) - Theological
Institutes: Selections. Transby G.M. Giger. Ed.and Abr.
by J.H. Gerstner.

“...Christ willed to gathertogetherthosewhom Jerusalem
thatis the chiefsof the people nilled to be gatheredogether;
but notwithstandingtheir oppositionChrist did not fail in
gathering those whom he willed: Whence Augustine
Enchiridion. c.97, She indeed was unwilling that her sons
shouldbe gatheredtogetherby him, but notwithstandindner
unwillingnesse gatheredtogetherhis sonswhomhe willed.
Jerusalenthereforejs heredistinguishedrom hersonsas

the wordsthemselvegrove, and the designof the chapter,

in which from verse13to the 37th,he addressethe Scribes
andPhariseesand rebukeshem,becausetheyneitherwent
into the kingdom,nor sufferedthosethatwere enteringto go
in.”

3. DICKSON, DAVID (1647A.D.) - A Brief Expositionof
the Evangel of Jesus Christ According to Matthew.

“When the Lord is aboutto savehis elect childrenin the
visible church,the body or the greatestpart of the people
may opposehis work andnill the work which he wills, and
althoughtheybe not able to impedehis effectualgathering
of so many as he intends to save, yet may they make
themselveguilty of impedingand resistingthewill of God,
which they cannot overcome; therefore,says he in this
sense,O Jerusalemhow oft was | aboutto convert thy
children, somany as | had elected,by the offers of mercy
which my servantsmade unto you, the visible churchtheir
mother? And youwould not, butopposedhework sofar as
you could, in slaying the prophetsand stoningthem who
were sentunto thee for the elect's causewho werein the
midstof you...TheLord will pursuehispurpose,andrenew
messagedill he both gain his own and also make the
reprobate inexcusable to the full...”

MAIN CONCLUSION:

“[T]he wicked leaders of the Jews did everythingthey
could to preventJesus’'gatheringof Jerusalem’schildren.
Theystonedthe prophetsand opposedJesuspreachingand
teaching. They discredited Jesusbefore the people and
threatenedeprisalagainstany who openly confessedHim.
In no way does this imply, however, that these wicked
leaders succeededn preventing Jesus from gathering
Jerusalem’schildren. They were gatheredand saved that
is, the electamongthem, notwithstandingthe resistanceof
the wicked rulers” (Cammenga and Hanko).
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DOES GOD DESIRE THE
SALVATION OF ALL MEN?
MATTHEW 23:37
BY JACK A. WERTH

“O JerusalemJerusalemthouthatkillest the prophets,and
stonestthem which are sent unto thee, how oftenwould |
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gatherethher chickensunder her wings,and ye would not!
Behold, your houseis left untoyou desolate.For | say unto
you, Yeshallnotseeme henceforthtill ye shall say,Blessec
is he thatcomethin the nameof the Lord” - Matt 23:37-39
KIV

So many peoplecome to this text andjump to an erroneou
conclusion. The common interpretation given to this
passagés that God desiresthe salvationof every individual
of mankind and Christ's attitude toward the city of
Jerusalemreflectsthis principle. Is this really so? Does
God desireto saveall of mankind but cannotbecauseof
man’s oppositionto thedivine will? Is the omnipotentOne
frustrated becauséie cannotcarryout His savingdesires’
Is this what this passage teaches?

I.__CHRIST'S WORDS ARE ADDRESSED TO THE
RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF ISRAEL

1. JERUSALEM AND HER CHILDREN

Peoplemisinterpretthis text becausehey fail to see TWO
GROUPSof peoplein it. In fact, Matt 23:37is frequently
misquoted. Even the mostfamous TV evangelistsand
preacherf our day often say, “How often | would have
gathered YOU together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickensunderher wings,and YE WOULD NOT.” Look
carefully at the passage. Jesusmakes a clear distinctior
between“Jerusalem” and her “children.” It was the
“children” which Jesus spoke about gathering, but
“Jerusalem” vehemently opposed Him - “and ye would
not” If you read thispassagen a superficialmanneryou
may missChrist’s point. The onesChristdesiredto gathel
are not the ones opposing Him.

“Hence it is manifest,that they are not the sameperson:
whom Christwould havegatheredwho would not It is not
said, how oftenwould | have gatheredyou, and you would
not, as Dr. Whitby more than once inadvertentlycites the
text; nor, hewouldhavegatheredJerusalem,and shewould
not asthe sameauthor transcribe# in another place; nor,
he would have gatheredthem, thy children,and they would
not in which form it is also sometimesxpressedby him;
but| would have gatheredthy children,and ye would not,
which observation alone is sufficient to destroy the
argumentfoundedon this passagein favour of free-will”
(John Gill).

Supposethere are some parents in Pittsburghwho are
abusive to their children. Let's say Bob and Sue are
neglectingtheir little childrensobadly thatsomethinghasto
be done aboutit. The childrenaren’tbeing fed, bathed,or
clothed properly. They are left home alone for hourson
endunsupervised.Now theseyoungchildren arehelplesgo
do anything about the abuse under which they find
themselvesAs longasthe parentshave authorityover them
they aregoingto suffer. One daya kind but determinet
police officer knockson the door. He attemptsto reasor
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