2. THE "WORLD” ASDEFINED BY SCRIPTURBNITH
A SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO PEOPLE

MANKIND OR THE HUMAN RACE

“Now we know thatwhat thingssoeverthe law saith,it saith
to themwho are under the law: that every mouthmay be
stopped,andall the world maybecomeguilty before God”
(Rom 3:19). It would appearthat this is a casewhere
“every human being” could be substitutedfor the term
“world”. Anotherpassage&vould be Rom5:12. However, it
shouldbe notedthat this is ratherRARE. Often it is clear
that koopo¢ must mean only a part of the human race,
sometimeseven a small part. You might say today:
“Nuclear war is threatening to destroy the world
(mankind).”

THE GENERAL PUBLIC

“For thereis no man that doethany thing in secret,and he
himselfseekettio be known openly. If thoudo thesethings,
shewthyselfto theworld” (Jn 7:4). “Jesusanswerecim, |

spakeopenlyto the world; | evertaughtin the synagogue,
and in the temple,whither the Jewsalways resort; andin

secrethave | said nothing” (Jn 18:20). The brothersof

Christ urged Him to go to Judeaand to preachand do

miracles publicly before the people. And Jesusin His

defensebeforethe high priestof Israelindicatedthatall that
He taughtwas public knowledge. Our Lord did not show
Himself to every humanbeing nor did He speakto every
humanbeing (you andl werenot privileged to hear Him

speakaswell asthevast majority of the peopleliving in His
owntime). You mightsaytoday: “If youhavemadesucha

discovery, tell the world about it,” meaning people
generally, the public.

THE NON-ELECT

“If ye wereof theworld, theworld would love hisown: but
becausege arenot of theworld, butl havechosenyou out
of theworld, thereforagheworld hatethyou” (Jn15:19). “I
pray not for the world, but for themwhich thou hastgiven
me” (Jn 17:9). “The world of the ungodly” (Il Pet 2:5).
“And we know that we are of God, andthe whole world
lieth in wickedness” (I Jn 5:19). “And all the world
wonderedafter the beast...andt was given unto him to
makewar with the saints[whodid notfollow the beast],and
to overcomethem” (Rev13:3,7). In thesepassagethereis
a contrastbetweerthe peopleof Godand theworld. They
are considereddifferent and distinct groups of people.
World heremeanshumanityminusthe elect of God. It is
impossiblgo substituté'every humanbeing” for koopogin
thesegpassagewithoutcreating a contradictionin the Word
of God! It is very commonto distinguish between“the
Church” and “the World” - i.e. the religious and the
secular.Separatiorof Churchand Stateis a frequently used
phrase even by those who know nothing about the Bible.

THE GENTILES

The key to thisuseof theterm“world” isthatit is contrasted
with Israelor the Jews. It thusrefersto the Gentilesalone.

In thissensdt may be usedo indicatethe lostanddarkened
condition of the Gentiles. “He [JesusChrist] was in the
world, and the world was made by Him, and the WORLD
[Gentiles] KNEW HIM NOT. He cameunto His own
[Jews], and HIS OWN RECEIVED HIM NOT (Jn 1:10-11).
It shouldbe obviousthat the “world” (V-10) cannotmean

every humanbeing for it is contrastedwith “His own” (V-

11) andindeedthere weresomewho did know andreceive
Christ (V-12-13). “His own” refersto the Jews, Christ's
own nation,the Israelites. The “world,” therefore mustbe
understoodas non-IsraelitegGentiles). This interpretation
providessomeinsightasto the changerom “knew Him not’

lignorance] (V-10) to “received Him not” [knowledge of
Christ but rejection] (V-11).

However, very frequently the “world” is contrastedwith
Israelto referto thosesavedor who will be savedoutof the
Gentiles.

“I say then,Hath God castaway his people [Israel]? God
forbid....butratherthroughtheir fall salvationis come unto
the Gentiles....Nowf the fall of them[lsrael] bethe riches
of the WORLD [the Gentiles], and the diminishingof them
[Israel] the riches of the Gentiles; how much moretheir
[Israel’s] fulness?...Faif the castingawayof them[Israel]
be thereconcilingof the WORLD [the Gentiles], what shall
the receiving of them [Israel] be, but life from the
dead?...Forl would not, brethren thatye shouldbeignorant
of thismystery,lest ye shouldbe wisein your own conceits;
that blindnessin part is happenedo Israel, until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom 11:1,11-12,15,25).

The term koopog is used here to refer to those non-

Israelites whichGod has calledandwill callto salvation. It

is not everysingleGentilewhich enjoysthe “riches” of God

or is “reconciled” to God. Thereare a certainnumberof

Gentiles, called here “the fulness of the Gentiles,”which

make up the total of God’s elect amongthem. Yet Paul
refers to theseGentilesasthe WORLD. He doesnotmean
“every humanbeing” by that term but thosenon-Israelites
who come to know JesusChrist- “through their [Israel’s]

fall SALVATION is come unto the Gentiles” (V-11). See
also Acts 13:44-48,18:4,6,28:22-28. We might say today:

“The book wasn't receivedwell in the author's own

country, but world-wide it is selling sensationally.”

Summary: The term “world” is a generalterm which is
usedin a multifacetedmannerin the Bible. Thereare times
when in the sameverse“world” is usedwith two different
meaningssuch asthe earthand the peopleof theworld (Jn
1:10, 3:17). Very often it is used in a way which cannot
possiblyinclude “every human being” and thereforeyou
cannotarguethatkoopog meanveryonewhen it refersto
people. Anyonewho honestlyassessetheterm will haveto
grant this much. However,as JohnOwen pointsout some
are not satisfiedwith the Scriptural teaching of the word
KOOHOG:

“The extent,nature,andsignificationof thosegenerakerms
[like world] which we havefrequentlyusedindefinitely [in

Scripture],to setout the objectof the redemptionof Christ,
must seriously be weighed....Theworld, the whole world,

all, all men! - who can opposeit? Call them [those who
hold thatGod desiresthe salvationof all men andthatChrist
died for all men]to the contextin the severaplaceswhere
the wordsare; appeato rulesof interpretation; mindthem
of the circumstanceand scopeof the place, the senseof

the samewords in otherplaces;...[and}hey presentlycry

out, thebareword, theletter is theirs: ‘Away with the gloss
and interpretation; give us leave to believewhat the word

expressly saith.”™

It shouldbe clear thatthe context of a particular versemust
be weighed carefully in orderto understandhow the term

Koouog is being used.

Il. CHRIST'SUSEOF*WORLD” IN JOHN 3:16 REFERS
TO THE INCLUSION OF THE GENTILES IN HIS
REDEMPTION

1. COMMON JEWISH PERCEPTIONS COUNTERED

In John3 Jesusis conversing with Nicodemus,a Pharisee
and“ruler of theJews”(V-1). ThisJewishRabbibelieved
the commonly held teaching that God’s mercies were

confined solely to his own nation. The Gentiles were
consideredoutcasts,filthy dogs, mere kindling wood for

God's righteous wrath.  Our Lord, and then later His

apostleshadto addresssucha prejudice. Suchthinking was

contraryto the plan of God and the propheticutterances
concerningthe Messiah’skingdom. “ will give the Holy

Oneof Israel for alightto the GENTILES,thatthoumayest
be my salvationunto the end of the earth” (Isa49:6). The

middle wall of partition which keptthe Jews separatefrom

all other nationswas to be broken down (Eph 2:14). The

Jewswould not havea virtual monopoly onthe salvationof

God.

2. GOD'S SON GIVEN FORGENTILES AS WELL AS
JEWS

WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH

Notice the repetition found in V-15-16 of our text.
Whenever God repeats somethingit is always wise to
consider why. Repetition is often for the purpose of
emphasis(Gen 41:32). “Whosoever believeth” or more
literally “he that believeth”is meantto emphasizehat the
sacrifice of Christ is international in scope. “For the
scripture saith, WHOSOEVERBELIEVETH on him shall
not be ashamed. For thereis no difference between the
JEWAND THE GREEK: for thesameLord isrichunto all
themthat call upon Him. For whosoevershall call uponthe
name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom 10:12-13).

Paul argues from the Old Testament Scripturesthat the

Gentiles would find mercy and come to trust in the Messiah:

“And againhe saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles,with His people.
And again,Praisethe Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laudHim,
all ye people. And again,Esaiassaith, Thereshallbe a root
of JesseandHe thatshallrise to reign over theGentiles; in
Him shall the Gentilestrust” (Rom 15:10-12). [Deut32:43,
Psall7:1,lsa 11:1,10]. Thiswas amysterywhich Godwas
nowmakingknown “that the Gentilesshouldbe fellowheirs,
andof the samebody,and partakersf His promisein Christ
by the Gospel” (Eph 3:4-6).

THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS

Jesususes the illustration of the “SERPENT IN THE
WILDERNESS" in orderto explainthe significance of His
own deathonthecross(V-14). The accounbf thisstoryis
found in Numbers21. The people of Israel onceagain
becameaebelliousandspoke againstGodand Moses. “And
the LORD senffiery serpentsamongthe people,andthey bit
the people; and much peopleof Israeldied” (Num 21:6).
The Israelitesthenconfessed;We havesinned”andsought
for Mosesto intercede for thembefore God. So Moses
“prayedfor thepeople” (Num 21:7). God’'sremedyfor His
sinful nation was thenrevealed: “And the LORD said unto
Moses,Make thee a fiery serpent,and setit upona pole:
and it shall come to pass,that everyonehat is bitten,when

he looketh upon it, shall live” (Num 21:8).

Now Christmakes a direct connectionbetween this brass
serpent being lifted up and Himself being lifted up on the
cross. And the sparing of the lives of the Israelites
portrayedthe eternallife whichis found in acknowledging
your sinfulnessand lookingto Christin faith (IJn3:15). This
illustration, howeverhadaspecific JEWISHREFERENCE
It was Israelin the wildernesswhich found mercy through
the lifting up of the BrazenSerpent.The BrassSerpentwas
not lifted up for the benefitof the Canaanites,Egyptians
Assyrians or any other Gentiles. Our Lord wishes to
shatteredhe notion of the Jewsthat the Messiah’scoming
was exclusively for Israel. The application of His
illustration must therefore be expanded to suit His purpa

SALVATION FOR THE GENTILES

Jesus immediately makes referenceto God loving the
“world” [Gentiles]and providingsalvationfor “whosoeve
believeth” regardlessf nationalityor race. Christexplains
that He did not come into the world to “condemn” the
Gentiles [*world”], but ratherto savethem (V-17). This
text is similar to Romansll. Wheneverkoopogis usedin
contrastto Israel it refersto the Gentiles. Isn’t that exactly
what Christ is doing here? Thereis a referenceto Israel
(V-14) andthena referenceo the world (V-16). Thiswas
done so that there was no questionas to whom the
“whosoever believeth” (V-15) had reference. Jesusis
teaching that God delightsin saving Gentiles as well as
Jews. All who believe shall have eternal life! Not every
Jewandevery Gentile butmultitudesout of the greatmasse
of mankind will be saved from eternally perishing.

Summary: The term “world” mustbe evaluatedn light of
the contextin which it is used. Sinceour Lord refersfirst to
Israel and then to the world it is clear that He is making a
special referenceto the Gentiles when using the word
KOOMOG,

. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD'S LOVE
PRECLUDE THE *WORLD” OF JOHN 3:16 FROM
MEANING EVERYONE

There are many today who do not understandthe love of
God. Divine love is commonlyregardedas a mere feeling
ordesire, patternedafter humanemotion. If Godhasall the
ability and meanso save His creaturesandproclaimsHe
longs to saveevery human being, why is it that He nevel
actuallyaccomplishest? A propergraspof Biblical loveis
essential for understanding John 3:16.

1. SOVEREIGN LOVE - “God...loved”

This world which God is said to love cannot be every
individual of mankind becauseGod doesnot love all men.
Anyone who comesto the Bible with anunprejudicedmind
ought to realize this plain truth. Since God is sovereigr
(Dan 4:35) He is under no obligationto love anyone. He
loves outof the meregoodpleasureof His will (Eph1:3-6).
He may bestow love upon one individual and not on anc
“Thou hatest all workers of iniquity” (Psa 5:5). “The
wicked and him that loveth violence His soul hateth” (Pse
11:5). “All their wickednesssin Gilgal: for therel hated
them” (Hos 9:15). “Jacob havel loved, but Esau have |
hated”(Rom 9:13). Thereis a hatredof God aswell as a
love of God. Someare theobjectsof divine hatred,while
others of divine love.



“The attentivereader,by comparing this verse [Jn 3:16]
with otherScripture,will see that somerestrictionis to be
placeduponthe word ‘world.” One writer asked,'Did God
love PharaohqRom. 9:17). Did He love the Amalekites?
(Ex. 17:14). Did He love the Canaaniteswhom He
commandedto be exterminated without mercy? (Deut.
20:16). Did He love the Ammonitesand Moabiteswhom He
commandednot to be received into the congregation
forever? (Deut. 23:3). Does He love the workers of
iniquity? (Ps.5:5). DoesHe love the vesselsof wrath fitted
for destruction, which He endures with much long-
suffering?(Rom. 9:22). Did He love Esau?(Rom. 9:13)"
(Loraine Boettner).

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christalso loved the
churchand gavehimselffor it” (Eph5:25). What comfort
wouldit befor ahusbando sayto hiswife, “Honey,| love
youjust like | love every otherwoman?” Is thelove which

Christhasfor His Bride the sameas He hasfor everyone
elseon earth?What nonsensé would be for Christto say,
“l love my elect peopleand | love the reprobateas well!”

What significanceis therein Christgiving Himself for His

Church if He also gave Himself out of love for all of
mankind as well?

The writer of Hebrewssays, “Whom the Lord loveth he
chastenethand scourgetheverysonwhomHereceiveth. If
ye endure chasteningGod dealethwith you as with sons;
for whatsonis hewhom the Fatherchastenetinot? But if
ye be without chastisement, whereof all [sons] are
partakersthenareye bastardsandnotsons”(Heb 12:6-8).
Do those who are illegitimate (“bastards”) receive divine
chastening?No! Religiouspretendersarenot true sonsof
God. Theyarenotloved by God, for whom the Lord loves
He chastens!And He lovingly chastennly His sons- i.e.
elect. Sothedivine love of John3:16is notsomethingevery
human being is privileged to experience.

2. INFINITE LOVE - “God so loved”

Jesusstressethe greatnesand magnitudeof God’slove by
saying“God SO loved the world.” This love is so infinite
that it moved God to give His only begottenSon as a
sacrificial substitute. “Greaterlove hath no man thanthis,
that a man lay down his life for his friends” (Jn 15:13).

“Everything aboutGod isinfinite. His essencdills heaven
and earth. His wisdom is unlimitable, for He knows
everythingof the past, presentand future. His power is

unboundedfor there is nothing too hard for Him. SoHis

love is without limit. Thereis a depthtoit which none can

fathom; thereis aheightto it which nonecan scale; there is

alength andbreadthto it whichdefies measuremenby any

creaturestandard.Beautifully thisis intimatedin Ephesians
2:4, ‘But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love

wherewithhe loved us.” Theword ‘great’there is parallel
with the ‘God so loved’ of John3:16. It tellsusthatthe love

of God is sotranscendenit cannotbe estimated” (Arthur

W. Pink).

This beingso, it is impossibleto whittle down the hatredof
God so that it simply means“love less” and thereforefit
every humanbeing into John3:16. TheBible doesn’tteach,
“Jacobhavel loved,but Esauhavel loved less.” Try that
approachwith Heb 1:9 which contains the sameGreek
words for love and hate. “Thou [Christ] hast loved
righteousnessand hated [loved less???]iniquity...” It is

impossibleto createa scenarioin which God loves lessall
the workersof iniquity and yet sendsChristto savethem as
well asthe elect! A so-calledgeneralove for all mankind
and a speciallove for the elect will never fit in this text

regardless of all the theological contortionists who attempt it.

3. IMMUTABLE LOVE - “For Godsentnot His Soninto
the world to condemn the world”

“l amtheLORD, | changenot” (Mal 3:6). With Godthere
is “no variablenesseither shadowof turning” (Jam 1:17).
Therefore, God’s love cannot change or diminish. It
remainsunalterable. If youarean object of God'slove you
will neverceaseo enjoy it. It is an“everlastinglove” (Jer
31:3). “For | ampersuadedthat neitherdeath,nor life, nor
angels,nor principalities, nor powers,nor thingspresent,nor
things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature shallbe ableto separateis from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38-39).

If theworld of John3:16 refersto everyhumanbeing,then
mankind can never be separatedrom the love of God.

Therecanneverbe atime when a personis shutout from

God's love. Are you willing to acceptthe idea that God

loves thosewho arein hell? Does Godlove the reprobate
aslongashe livesupon the earthbutwhenhe diessuddenly
the man is cut off from God's infinite love? Doesn't
Romang teachthateven“death” cannotseparateou from

God'’s love? If God'’s love is immutable(which it is), and

God loves every human being (if this is the meaning of

“world”), the conclusionwhich mustbe drawn isthat those
suffering the awful and eternalwrath of God are actually

the objectsof His love! Thisisthe absurdpositionto which

you are reducedunlessyou deny the immutability of God!

You mustacceptthat God is frustrated by the sinnerand

bitterly weepsthroughouteternity becausehe object of His

love is suffering the horrific tormentsof hell-fire. Or you

must confessthat God may change His mind about the

objectsof Hislove, which destroysny comfort the believer
may possess.

The“love of God” is “in ChristJesus.” And who arethose
who are“in Christ” butthe electwho are“chosen... in Him

beforethe foundationof the world” (Eph 1:4). “Thereis

thereforeno condemnatiorio themwhich arein ChristJesus
(Rom 8:1). The “world” of John3:16is not “condemned”
becauset isa groupof peoplewho actually believeon the

Lord Jesus Christ.

4. EFFICACIOUSLOVE - ‘“that the world through Him
might be saved”

To many God'’s love is a powerlesdove, which leavesthe
vast majority of people still in their sins and hopelessly
doomed. God “so loved”as to give His Sonto die for every
humanbeing, but not enoughto grant faith and repentance
to all. However, the greatlove which moved God to send
His only begottenSon is so powerful andeffective that it
actually brings aboutsalvation: “For Godsentnot His Son
into the world to condemnthe world; but that the world
through Him might be saved.”

“It is to beremarkedthat the word ‘might’ here doesnot
expressany uncertainty. Insteadt declareshe purposeof
God in the sendingof His Son. In commonspeechhe word
‘might’ signifiesa contingency. It is only anothercaseof
the vital importanceof ignoring man’s dictionariesand the
way he employsthe words,and turningto a concordanceo

seehow the Holy Spirit useseach word in the Scriptures
themselves. The word ‘might’ - as part of the verb -

expressedesign. Whenwe aretold that God sentHis Son
into the world that throughHim ‘the world might be saved,’
it signifies that ‘through Him the world should be saved,’
andthisis how it isrenderedn the R.V. Forotherinstances
werefer the readerto | Pet.3:18 - ‘might bring us to God’

impliesno uncertaintywhatever but tells of the objectto be

accomplished. For further examplessee Gal. 4:5; Titus
2:14; Il Pet 1:4, etc., etc.” (Arthur W. Pink).

“He thatsparednot his own Son,but delivered Him up for
us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things” (Rom 8:32). The same love that moved God the
Fatherto give Christ,movesHim to bestowALL THINGS
neededor salvation. Lovewill notwithholdthe light of the
Gospel of Christ. Love will not withhold the gift of
repentancend the faith to savinglytrustin Christ. Love
guaranteesverything necessarilyor oneof “God’s elect”
(Rom8:33) to reachglorification. The“all things”of V-32
includes every spiritual blessing found in Rom 8:29-39:

1) Conformity to the image of Christ

2) Calling to salvation by the Holy Spirit

3) Justification before God

4) Glorification

5) Christ’s intercession as High Priest

6) Victory over tribulation, persecution, distress, etc.
7) Eternal security

Summary:“Unless ye will grant,- first, Someto be beloved
andhated also from eternity; secondly,The love of God
towardsinnumerableto be fruitless and vain; thirdly, The
Sonof Godto be given to them who, first, neverhear word
of him; secondly,haveno power grantedo believe in him;
fourthly, That God is mutablein his love, or else still loveth
thosethat be in hell; fifthly, Thathe dothnot give all things
tothemto whomhe gives his Son, contrary to Rom viii. 32;
sixthly, Thathe knows not certainly beforehandvho shall
believeandbe saved;- unless] say, all theseblasphemies
and absurditiesbe granted,it cannotbe maintainedthatby
the world hereis meantall and every one of mankind,but
only menin commonscatteredhroughouthe world, which
are the elect” (John Owen).

MAIN CONCLUSION:

The Bible usesthe term “world” in a multiplicity of ways.
The contextis alwayscrucial to its propermeaning.In John
3 Jesusis countering commonJewishmisconceptions.He

declareghatin God’s redemptiveplan Gentilesaredivinely

loved and will definitely be broughtto salvation. The
Messiahdid notcome to condemnthe Gentilesbutrather to
savethem. Whosoevemelieves, Jewor Gentile, shall not
perishbuthaveeverlastinglife. Any notionthatthe “world”

mustmeanmankindis dispelledby a carefulconsideration
of the characteristics of divine love.
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DOES GOD DESIRE THE
SALVATION OF ALL MEN?
JOHN 3:16
BY JACK A. WERTH

“And as Moseslifted up the serpentin the wildernessever
so mustthe Son of man be lifted up: That whosoeve
believethin him shouldnot perish, buthave eternallife. For
God solovedthe world, that he gavehis only begottenSon
that whosoevebelievethin him shouldnotperish, but have
everlastinglife. For God sentnothis Soninto the world to
condemrtheworld; butthat theworldthroughhim mightbe
saved.” - John 3:14-17 KJV

The mostcommonunderstandingof John3:16is that God
had such a loving desirefor thesalvationof all the humar
racethat He gaveHis Sonto die for the potential salvatior
of everyone. And that thosewho are inclined to embrac¢
the messageof salvationin Christby believing may obtain
eternal life.

In contrastto this, the text should be understoodin this
manner: God had sucha greatlove He willed that people
from all racesshouldbe saved. Therefore,He appointec
His Son to be the Savior who would obtain eterna
redemptionfor Jewsand Gentilesalike. Thiswould makeit
certain thatall believers(i.e. all God’s elect people fromall
nations) would most certainly possess everlasting life.

. THE WORLD AS DEFINED BY SCRIPTURE

1. DEFINING THE WORD “WORLD”

The vast majority of people think that the term “world”
[koopog] meansEVERY HUMAN BEING from Adam to
omeganan (lastpersonto be born). The world is portrayec
as the ever increasingswarm of individualsthat cover the
earth (everyonewithout exception). It is simply assumec
withoutany Biblical supportthatthismustbe the meaningof
the term. However,even an Englishdictionary providesa
vast array of meanings for the term:

. The planet earth

. The earth and its inhabitants

. The human race; mankind

. Some part of the earth

. People primarily concerned with secular affairs
. Alarge amount; great deal

OURhWNE

Of courseyou do notdefine Biblical termsthroughthe use
of an English dictionary. But it is obviousthat even in
English the word “world” has a multiplicity of meanings
Pick up a Bible concordanceand carefully read the
passagesn which theterm “world” is used. You will find
that it is not soeasyto give the PRECISEMEANING of the
term. It is notused in a uniform sensefor koopog hasa
great variety of meanings. Sometimesit is used of the
MATERIAL UNIVERSE (Acts 17:24),the EARTH (Eph
1:4), a CORRUPT SYSTEM (Eph 2:2, Jam 1:27), the
HUMAN STATE (Jam 18:36),or SATAN'S KINGDOM
(Jn 14:30,Eph 6:12, 1l Cor 4:4). Obviously,you cannof
substitute“every humanbeing” for the term “world” in the
above passages. At this point it may be argued that
whenever koopog is usedof the PEOPLEof the world it
always means“every human being.” Are you willing to
search the Scriptures to see if this is s0?






